
Conceptions Of Feminism Among College Students 

 

Introduction:  

Due to the huge surge in the use of social media platforms in recent years, there has been an 

increase in discussions about social justice movements amongst young people online. 

Through sharing their thoughts and opinions online, young people are becoming more and 

more aware of the world around them and the issues that affect our society today. 

Out of all these I have chosen to take the topic of feminism and intend to carry out research 

among college students to gain insights into the attitudes people have towards the feminist 

movement.  

Research Questions: 

 How would college students define the term feminism? 

 Are college students interested in feminism? 

 Do college students think feminism affects their lives in any way? 

 Where have students learnt about feminism or how have they been made aware of it? 

 Are there different attitudes towards feminism between male and female students? 

 Do male students have a different attitude to female students on the topic of 

feminism? 

 Are there many college students actively taking part in the feminist movement? 

 Are there many students who have studied the feminism as part of their course work? 

Literature Review:  

New wave or second stage? Attitudes of college women toward feminism, this research paper 

looks at how aware female college students are about issues such as gender roles, gender 

inequality and the advocacy of women’s rights. There is a lot of bias in this paper and it’s 

necessary to extract the relevant information with regards to the attitudes that college students 

have towards these issues. 

Feminism: Definitions, support, and correlates of support among female and male college 

students, this research investigates any evidence of support amongst male and female college 

students towards the feminist movement. Findings in this report found more people to be 

supportive of the idea rather than opposed to it. The research appears to be very limited as it 

mentions it was conducted on primarily white college students, where I hoped they would 

have examined a wider demographic containing students from a variety of ethnic 

backgrounds and race.  



Engaging Feminism: Students Speak Up & Speak Out, this book looks specifically at women 

who study in the field of women’s studies. It focuses on scholars in this area and how their 

writings are teaching other students about the growth and development of feminism up until 

the early 1990’s. This is an old piece of literature and it’s evident that the feminist movement 

has rapidly grown since. Theories and ideas brought forward in this book may be out-dated 

and the information in it may have to be reworked to make it relevant to today’s research. 

Research Method: 

I intend to carry out my initial research with the qualitative method of a survey to gather a lot 

of information from wide number of people quickly. I would limit my survey questions to 

yes/no answers so that participants can complete it quickly, but I will include one or two 

questions that would require more detailed answers to gain a further insight on their views on 

the subject. I might also carry out a few semi-structured interviews for participants to express 

their views freely and on their own terms. 

Rationale and Significance of the Research: 

From carrying out this research I intend to gain insights into what conceptions college 

students have on the topic of feminism. Feminism is a huge movement and it’s constantly 

growing and changing as society progresses. Finding out how feminism is perceived among 

college students is crucial to understanding the mind-set young people and where the future 

of the movement is heading. Once it’s understood what different attitudes a variety of college 

students have towards feminism, only then can we begin to envisage what’s in store for the 

future of the movement.  

Ethical Issues: 

 I would ensure that each participant is over the age of 18 before partaking in the 

research. 

 I would let participants know that they don’t need to participate and if they do that 

they can withdraw from the study at any time. 

 Students will be aware that their participation in the study will be completely 

anonymous when completing the survey, they will not provide names or student ID 

numbers. 

 I would recruit a faculty member to be a point of contact between me and the 

participants so there is a higher power involved. 

 I would have an external individual collect the surveys carried out by participants so 

that the information returned to me would be anonymous.  
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Appendix – Survey: 

Conceptions of Feminism:  

College Students Knowledge Of Feminism and Their Attitudes Towards It 

 

Please complete the following survey aimed at college students to find out what are their 

attitudes towards feminism today. Your participation in this survey is completely voluntary 

and you are not required to complete and you can pull out any time. Should you have any 

queries about the intent of the information gathered from this survey, please email 

13141198@studentmail.ul.ie 

Please tick the boxes that apply to you: 

1). Gender: 

 □  Male  

 □  Female 

2). Age: 

 □ 18 – 24 

 □ 25 – 32 

 □ 33 – 40 

 □ 41 – 50 

 □ Above 50 

 



3). Nationality: 

__________________________________________________ 

4). Course of Study:  

___________________________________________________ 

5). Year Of Study: 

 □  1 

 □  2 

 □  3 

 □  4 

 □  5 

 □  Post graduate 

 

6). Would you identify yourself as a feminist? 

 □ Yes 

 □ No 

7). Why/why not? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8). How would you define the term feminism? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

8). Do you think gender equality has changed a lot in the last few years? 

 □ Yes 

 □ No 

 □ Don’t Know 

9). Where do you hear/learn about feminism? (Feel free to tick more than one box) 

 □ Literature 



 □ Social Media 

 □ Online Blogs 

 □ Media Platforms (Radio, Television, Newspapers etc;) 

□ Friends/Family/Other People 

 □ Other 

10). Do you study gender roles/equality and its history as part of your course? 

 □ Yes 

 □ No 

 

 

 

 

11). (Optional) If you have any other comments you’d like to make on the topic of this 

survey, please write them here. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey 

 


